~ San Yu Adventist
 students dress up
 and school raises
$1,555 for charity

REPORT: LIN ZIXIN

SCHOOL uniform is meant to give stu-

dents a common identity.

But for thousands of students across
the island, The New Paper’s Be Yourself Day

chance for them to be themselves or some-
one else fora day.

Janelle Chan wanted to be Pocahontas.

Her school, San Yu Adventist School, held
the event on Aug 6 with the theme of “Interna-
tional Culture”.

Janelle, inspired by her favourite cartoon,
decided to go in a native American costume.

The 10-year-old said a family friend sewed
the costume by hand.

“My motherand I'helped to glue the beads
on,” she added proudly.

Janelle won the third prize, a $50 Times
bookstore voucher, in the Best Costume cate-
gory.

The first prize went to Naruemon Suwan-
pratheep, who wore a Thai costume, and the
second prize was given to two students who
donned Thai and Philippine costumes. All
three winners received a $50 Times voucher.

San Yu Adventist principal Tang Swee
Keng, 66, said: “Be Yourself Day is one way of
fostering community spirit.
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Going native f

is a welcome break from uniformity. It wasa
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Over 80 per cent of our students are for-
eign students from 25 countries. So we decid-
ed that the theme this year should reflect the
colourful nature of our school. There’s also a
focus on racial harmony.”

He added that the school, in the Novena
area, raised $1,555 for the Be Yourself Day
President’s Challenge. Students made a mini-
mum donation of $2 to attend school in their
own outfits.

The highest amount raised by one class

was $400.

Reflecting her culture

Unlike Janelle, one of the second-prize
winners, Stracey Girl Borcelas, wanted to re-
flect her own Philippine culture.

“I chose to wear the Philippine costume
because I just wanted to represent the Philip-
pines,” the 10-year-old said. ;

“I like it because it’s so beautiful and so
bright. And I'm the only one wearing the
costume in the school.”

Stracey said that her costume, a traditional

one called the Maria Clara, was specially tai-
lored in the Philippines. -

Naruemon also decided on a costume rep-
resenting her culture.

The 16-year-old said her classmates had
suggested it. She borrowed the costume from
aThaifriend.

Be Yourself Day is on Aug 31, but schools
can decide to celebrate it on another day.

The President’s Challenge, mooted by.

President S R Nathan in 2000, is a series of
events benefiting more than 30 charities.
This is the 11th year The New Paper is
involved in the President’s Challenge and the
ninth year it is organising Be Yourself Day.
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for a good cause

GLOBAL
LINE-UP:
San Yu
Adventist
School
students
celebrate Be
Yourself Day.
Janelle Chan
(second from
left) wore her
Pocahontas-in-

lored Phillipine
dress.
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